II
ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
ACCORDING to Sir Walter Scott, three hundred and
fourteen battles were fought between England and
Scotland prior to the Union of 1707* I have not
checked the figure, but it would probably be more
accurate to say that so many battles had occurred
between Englishmen and Scots: not all those conflicts
were affairs of political importance: many were
expressions of sectional or individual feeling, and
some of them, frankly fought for loot, were happily
productive of a ballad. They were battles of that
apparently reasonable kind which, for so long,
preserved the good name of war.
Engagements of that kind must be distinguished
from the ex officio battles that more bloodily and less
profitably punctuated the historic struggle between
England and Scotland. In this long warfare, Scotland
was the first aggressor. The union of the Picts and
Scots under Kenneth MacAlpine gave to part of
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